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Heritage Conservation in BC

BACKGROUND
The Heritage Branch of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations supports the conservation and rehabilitation
of historic places in the province. To demonstrate the impacts of heritage conservation in B.C., the Heritage Branch engaged Heritage
BC to collect and analyze data on the 2014 economic contributions of historic place conservation. This study is an update to a similar
study completed for the 2012 and 2013 economic contributions.

ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS

Image credit: Robyn Hanson

The Heritage Branch contributes to and enables
public and private investment, conservation and
rehabilitation, heritage promotion and interpre
tation, and increased tourism spending.
Public and private expenditures on historic place
promotion and rehabilitation create economic
activity within B.C., which in turn generates GDP,
employment, and tax revenues for all levels
of government. In addition, tourists from
outside the province are drawn to B.C. for
the purpose of visiting heritage sites, thereby
further stimulating the economy.

Estimated Expenditures on Heritage Activity in BC in 2014 (in millions)
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longer who would

Employment
Federal
Tax
Municipal
would otherwise
just Tax
be pass-Provincial
The North Pacific Cannery ed much-needed skilled jobs
otherwise
just be Tax
Output (000s)
GDP (000s)
(Jobs/$M)
(000s)
(000s)
(000s) –
ing
through,”
says
Steve
MiNational Historic Site in Port training for underemployed
passing through.”
lum, Spending
Manager Conservation
North CoastActivity
Edward, a heritage site com- workers in the Rehabilitation
STEVE MILUM, MANAGER
&
Operations,
North
Pacific
region.
Over
60
participants
memorating
the
history
of
CONSERVATION &
Direct
$23,198
$12,759
150
$1,833
the salmon fishing industry received training and hands- Cannery.
OPERATIONS, NORTH PACIFIC
Indirect and Induced
$12,527
$6,496
78
$696
in B.C., is a ‘must-see’ desti- on experience in construction
CANNERY
As
a
result
of
this
conserva$19,255
228
$2,529
$1,647
$209
trades, preparing
them for
nation welcoming thousands $35,726
tion project, the North Pacific
Activity Spending
infrastrucof visitors from around the further work onPromotion
Cannery has developed into
projects in the region.
world
Directeach year. When a ma- ture
$814
$399
a destination heritage site
jor
conservation
project at the
Indirect
and Induced
$301tour- celebrating the history $33
$7
of the
As $643
the region’s premier
site became necessary, it was
$700
while
ist$1,458
destination, the Cannery
is fishing industry in B.C.$80
seen as an opportunity to crepromoting
economic
growth
an asset to the Heritage-related
local economy Tourism Activity
ate jobs and develop skills in a
these
that
creates
jobs,
not only at for the region. Together,
Direct community.
$209,192
$104,596
$5,439
$6,067
$2,929
remote
the site itself, but in nearby conserved buildings form a
Indirect and Induced
$138,067
$69,034
910
$4,393
$3,556
$2,092
The conservation project, restaurants, hotels, and oth- significant part of the local
$173,630
3326landscape and
$9,832
$9,623
$5,021
econer businesses. “Many
visitors cultural
made possible by Job Cre- $347,260
Total Partnerships between to the site are travelling on omy.
ation
the Province of B.C. and cruise ships or BC Ferries on
way toorganization
Haida Gwaii
or
North
saved their
HeritagePacific
BC isCannery,
a not-for-profit,
charitable
supporting
heritage conservation across
Alaska.
The
cannery
keeps
vismore than
30 culturally-sigBritish
Columbia
through education, training and skills development, capacity building in heritage
in the
region
longer who
nificant buildings
and
provid-the itors
planning
and funding
through
Heritage
Legacy
Fund.
Heritage BC

@HeritageBCanada

www.heritagebc.ca

HeritageBC

Heritage Conservation in BC
Heritage Conservation in BC Fact Sheet – 2015

I

Rocheleau Cottage

Heritage Conservation promotes suburban revitalization.
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Heritage BC is a not-for-profit, charitable organization supporting heritage conservation across
British Columbia through education, training and skills development, capacity building in heritage
planning and funding through the Heritage Legacy Fund.
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Heritage Conservation in BC

BACKGROUND
The Heritage Branch of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations supports the conservation and rehabilitation
of historic places in the province. To demonstrate the impacts of heritage conservation in B.C., the Heritage Branch engaged Heritage
BC to collect and analyze data on the 2014 economic contributions of historic place conservation. This study is an update to a similar
study completed for the 2012 and 2013 economic contributions.

ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS

Estimated Expenditures on Heritage Activity in BC in 2014 (in millions)
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Estimated public spending per person on rehabilitation
activities

$3.10

Estimated public spending per person on promotion
These expenditures create economic impacts
$0.18
activities
at the direct, indirect and induced levels.
Direct impacts arise from the initial spending of
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Dunster Museum
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Heritage BC is a not-for-profit, charitable organization supporting heritage conservation across
British Columbia through education, training and skills development, capacity building in heritage
planning and funding through the Heritage Legacy Fund.
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Yale Historic Site QuestUpon App

BACKGROUND

Augmented
technology
breathes
new
life into
historic
sites.
The
Heritage Branch reality
of the Ministry
of Forests, Lands
and Natural
Resource
Operations
supports
the conservation and rehabilitation
of historic places in the province. To demonstrate the impacts of heritage conservation in B.C., the Heritage Branch engaged Heritage
BC to collect and analyze data on the 2014 economic contributions of historic place conservation. This study is an update to a similar
study completed for the 2012 and 2013 economic contributions.

ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS

Estimated Expenditures on Heritage Activity in BC in 2014 (in millions)
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Heritage BC is a not-for-profit, charitable organization supporting heritage conservation across
British Columbia through education, training and skills development, capacity building in heritage
planning and funding through the Heritage Legacy Fund.
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Trapp+Holbrook

BACKGROUND
Rehabilitating heritage buildings reinvigorates historic downtown streets.

The Heritage Branch of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations supports the conservation and rehabilitation
of historic places in the province. To demonstrate the impacts of heritage conservation in B.C., the Heritage Branch engaged Heritage
BC to collect and analyze data on the 2014 economic contributions of historic place conservation. This study is an update to a similar
of the
The
rehastudy Trapp+Holbrook
completed for the 2012
andThe
2013exterior
economicfeatures
contributions.
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Heritage BC is a not-for-profit, charitable organization supporting heritage conservation across
British Columbia through education, training and skills development, capacity building in heritage
planning and funding through the Heritage Legacy Fund.
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BACKGROUND
The Heritage Branch of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations supports the conservation and rehabilitation
of historic places in the province. To demonstrate the impacts of heritage conservation in B.C., the Heritage Branch engaged Heritage
BC to collect and analyze data on the 2014 economic contributions of historic place conservation. This study is an update to a similar
study completed for the 2012 and 2013 economic contributions.
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These expenditures create economic impacts
at the direct, indirect and induced levels.
Direct impacts arise from the initial spending of
public and private organizations on heritagerelated activities, while indirect and induced
Image Credit: Truus Zelonka
impacts arise from linkages that
exist with
suppliers and service providers, as well as
through the ripple effects of their spending
within the economy.

Estimated Expenditures on Heritage Activity in BC in 2014 (in millions)
Public expenditure on rehabilitation of historic places

$14.37

Public expenditure on promotion of historic places

$0.81

Private expenditure on rehabilitation of historic places

$8.93

From tax incentives

$0.83

From grants

$8.10

Total visitors spending from heritage tourists

$209.19

Other Indicators of Heritage Activity in BC in 2014
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activities

$0.18
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Estimated private spending on rehabilitation activities per
grant dollar provided

$8.10
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The Anscomb Wheelhouse
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Heritage conservation draws tourists to small communities.
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